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Topic 030 James Millard on Teaching Hongloumeng
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Jody: And I'm Jody! Welcome to American Cafe! Thanks for dropping in.

Mif=: Jody Fo A K Af % !

Jody: Why are you so excited?

Bis: A FRWIR T — LT iR IR 2 B LA (1 Hd%

Jody: Oh, well no wonder you are so happy! I know how much you love Hongloumeng.

BfR: Bk, U CLDEERE) e ARP s b sl R i o

Jody: Yes, well, to you...it is.

Bis: RISt ARG o FRASAEE FUIR HLIE AT — /MR (LHEEE) RS T
i1/ 2PN/ R

Jody: Really? HSFR G L0445 LA N 4?

MR EAHEE LIS MR FA ki REINR—F Millward ##%, flic 4>
hIC T, IR A LS D S R .

Jody: A history professor? Then why he is teaching Hongloumeng?

WfR: BAD ALK A BIRE FR MR — T AT AAE D) Uk B (ZpEAE) -

James Millward: Well, I've always taught Chinese history and | thought, well it would
be nice to teach something that stresses the cultural side of Chinese history as well.
And so | thought why not teach Hongloumeng and I wonder if we could use
Hongloumeng as a historical source to understand 18th century China.
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Jody: That is much more creative because, you know, history can be pretty boring. yawn!

MR Wkt . IR 105 (LLpERs) , — %D i A A R 1.

Jody: But | wonder what can they learn from Hongloumeng. Isn't it just a love story?

M TR IAN I W oK A 2 o 15 A DL -

James Millward: We read about Qing Dynasty government and Qing Dynasty society,
and the legal system. There are a lot of court cases talked about in the book, Xue Pan.

And we read about gender, history of gender and gender relations and women. We
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read about poetry and the role of poetry and, in particular, about women writing
poetry; we read about art and art history.

Jody: Wow. So it's not just a boy-meets-girl love story.

Ml ARAE L (LOHEAE) AN — IR 2 A /U e LS — A 2 i

Jody: Well, did the students like the book?

)= E NP QUIE P SES E2 EF

James Millward: They liked the book. They did find it long. They were glad when they
were done. You know, if you sit down in the summer and read the whole thing from
beginning to end, it doesn't feel long; but if you are reading it every week, it's like
homework, and so it's not as much fun.

M R ) T, ORAB AR T, BRI (AEEE) & MEIER =R

Jody: Yeah, but how long is it, Yang Chen?

B AKRK, Af—1 - ml.

Jody: A KK:? What do you mean!?!? One hundred twenty chapters? Hey, is there a
comic book version of Hongloumeng?

B AW, T 8. AdIRENREERE . WVERBDN SO ESR, K
FANPEPE LS (OHRE) SRS,  Jin K HAE B A 1) 7 A 5
XA N Ath 2 XA B )«

James Millward: | know in China as well there is always a big debate about who would
you rather have as your wife, Lin Daiyu or Xue Baochai. Generally American
students found Lin Daiyu to be kind of whiny, and to be lying there all the time and
complaining all the time and they didn't really like her character very much. Some of
them liked Xue Baochai, although of them found her a little bit calculating. Many of
them actually liked Wang Xifeng because they saw her as a very capable woman.

M AR A A XEESE [E A AR B R A%, whiny.

Jody: Whiny. That's not a good trait for a woman.

Bl e N B R AL, i 3O KR 0t caleulating

Jody: Calculating? That's another bad quality. Are there any good women to like in

Hongloumeng.
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BifR: VR AT R EER R 1, R — TR M ARG (LAY HLROMEAS A
Pt ? AW, KRR EERR.

Jody: Why? What's wrong with her?

/= She's perfect!

Jody: Oh, okay. I'll have to read the book to find out because, Yang Chen, maybe I don't
believe you.

Wi IR i A K

Jody: Now what about you? Hongloumeng is your favorite book. I know you've read
many many times, which character would you like to play?

MR HE R

Jody: Jia Baoyu. Who's that?

W 95 A !

Jody: A man! Well, we're going to have to talk about that later. Thanks for joining us on
today's American Cafe.

MR A RIS R AL 20X . FAT R H 5L

Jody: A man? What do you mean a man?
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