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Topic 023 DC Politics & Culture

M ST ARGF ! MR IR S| LB .

JODY: Hello, I'm Jody. Welcome to American Cafe! Yang Chen, that is a great outfit!
You certainly have an eye for fashion. Hey, speaking of fashion have you ever
thought about how fashion is connected to politics and society.
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JODY: I never thought about it until | spoke to a woman named Tina. She's lived in
Washington, D.C. for many years and she studied fashion.
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JODY: Let's hear Tina as she answers the question, "How long have you lived in
Washington, D.C.?"

Tina: Seven administrations.
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JODY: Oh, I bet she has. And with her background in fashion, Tina has a really
interesting view of D.C. that involves the connection between politics, society and
fashion.
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JODY: Oh, let's hear from Tina as she compares the Democrats and the Clinton
administration who she feels are more hip, more liberal, with the more conservative
Republican Party.
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JODY: Oh, sure. Hip is spelled H-1-P. If a person if "hip" they are in sync or in step with
fashion.
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JODY: X} T ! Exactly! Here's Tina.

Tina: I'd say, since the Clinton administration it has become much more hip because the
Clinton's brought in a much younger, hipper, much more liberal crowd which is much

open and less conservative clothing.
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JODY: You got it. The pulse P-U-L-S-E of the city changes overnight.
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JODY: Talking about the former President Clinton, another difference is that he often
had free concerts on the Mall where he brought in bands from all over the world.
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JODY: Again, here's Tina.

Tina: You can feel the pulse It just changes overnight. Down to the inauguration Bill
Clinton brought in bands from all over the world like Los Lobos and Santana. And
these were free concerts on The Mall. Whereas, during the Reagan Administration
they banned the Beach Boys. | mean, it's this complete flip flop in culture.
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JODY: Flip flop is spelled F-L-1-P, F-L-O-P. And flip flop means to change from one
thing quickly to the exact opposite.
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JODY: There's also a flip flop in what restaurants are popular. Tina explains that
Democrats usually prefer fun and trendy restaurants which is a flip flop from the
more expensive, what she calls the "expense account" restaurants that Republicans
prefer.

Tina: The restaurants that people go to are more fun. They are less like the expense

account restaurants. That's more of a Republican thing to do. Whereas the Democrats

tend to bring in people who are working on human rights and the environment. You're

not going to take them to a steak house if you're working with PETA. So, there's a

direct reflection on not only the clothes but on restaurants and business.
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JODY: I'm not cheap. | just don't eat meat very often. But PETA stands for People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals.
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JODY: Exactly. So, | don't think they eat a lot of steak. I'm sure of that. But you know
Bush is from Texas and Texas produces a huge amount of beef.
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JODY: Hey, what a minute! You're not supposed to say that on the air! You know better
than that.
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JODY: Thanks for joining us on American Cafe!
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