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Topic 013 Stand-up Comedy

JODY: Hello everyone and welcome to American Cafe! My name's Jody.
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JODY: Hey, Yang Chen, | have a joke. Do you have a minute?

#)=: Uh huh,

JODY: Okay, did you hear the one about the mushroom who walked into the bar?
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JODY: Well, a mushroom walked into a bar and the bartender said, "Hey, get out of here.
We don't serve your kind."
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JODY: That's exactly what the mushroom asked. "What do mean you don't serve my
kind...I'm a fun guy!" Fun-guy. You know, fungus ... See the mushroom's a fungus.
Oh, never mind. It's kind of funny. Yang Chen, are you there? Don't you get it?
Fungus...Fungi...
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JODY: Oh, you know what, don't humor me, Yang Chen.
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JODY: You know maybe | should take me friend's comedy class. You know, polish my
act a little.

MR Alittle?

JODY: Yeah, you know polish it up a little.
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JODY: Oh sure. My friend Jason teaches a stand up comedy class so | went to check it
out.

MR BakE, T alERE?

JODY: Actually the thing that surprised me the most was how serious the class was.
Jason talked a lot about the pain and sorrow in comedy.
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JODY: | was surprised too. But let's here from Jason as he describes his philosophy of

comedy.
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Jason: Comedy is actually your pain turned into comedy; that is what it is. It's the things
that affect you in your life. Unfortunately the things that most people will laugh at are
your pain and your sorrow that actually is actually in their life as well in some sort of
fashion, maybe a bad mother, a bad father, bad working conditions, something like
that, but they can still identify.
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JODY: | agree. We all laugh at things we can identify with. As a comic Jason is not
afraid of sharing the most painful parts of his life. During our interview as we were
driving from his stand-up class Jason talked about how he grew up with a heart
condition, his open heart surgery and the connection to comedy.

Jason: Comedy has always been dear to my heart. Um, | grew up with a heart condition.
I had open-heart surgery. Um, | found that comedy was the unique thing that would
bring people together. And it was always something I could do to make them laugh
and help them enjoy their life and actually take their pain and sorrow of their life,
identify it with me ... and actually get some sort of ... maybe a closure or some sort of
ending to their saga or their story.
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JODY: Oh, I think so too.
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JODY: Most of the students in the class were older women. There was only one man.
Here's Jason again talking about one of his students.

Jason: One of my students had brain surgery and she wanted to use it as some sort of
healing. Bring out her pain into the public and actually to resolve that and turn her
pain into someone else's happiness. And, um, it's a way of putting closure on events.

Biis: Jason WA PFE XA 2 MO Bk B TR . b ARAE I 2 ISR MR ST R . R IX A2
Ak, "putting closure on events™ iR R E R MRS, TRUEETIAE

www. EnglishMorning. com J&if LS (GETEMNHEER ) S 2 /e 2 iR



www.EnglishMorning.com
www.EnglishMorning.com

www.EnglishMorning.com

www. EnglishMorning. com J&ifi LS (SEIEMNMERY o2t fELiRFE

e LR 3 [ X P "stand-up comedy” & — PR IR 1 5 I R 7 20, A
AL 6] PR B AR 7

JODY: Stand-up comedy is one of the hardest types of performing. It literally means that
you stand up in front of people and make them laugh.
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JODY: You know that's a good question. You feel vulnerable. You feel exposed. You
feel embarrassed. You feel naked.
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JODY: That's right!
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JODY: Let me tell my joke again and see if it's any better.
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JODY: We'll finish with my joke. Thanks for joining us on American Cafe.
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JODY: So a mushroom walks into a bar ...

(laughter)

JODY: ... and the bartender says, "Hey get out of here! We don't serve your kind.

(laughter)
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