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Topic 004 Secondi Consignment Store
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( Door closing. Bags rustling.)

JODY: Yang Chen, I'm so sorry I'm late. Has the program started yet?
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JODY: Oh, I'm so sorry everyone. Hello everyone! Welcome to American Cafe. My
apologies.
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JODY: Just go ahead without me. I'm going to get my bags...

(Sound of rustling bags.)
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JODY: Shopping? No, no, no. | was not shopping.
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JODY: What bags? Oh, these bags? Right, You see, Yang Chen, | was doing research.
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JODY: Research on ... buying and selling.
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JODY: Okay, I may have done a little shopping. But I just wanted to get in the mood.
Because | thought shopping is such a popular pastime for Americans, we could do a
show on shopping. What do you think?
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JODY: Oh, absolutely! Actually for today's show I thought we could talk about a special
type of store that I've always wanted to know more about, a consignment store!
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JODY: The one and the same! It's called Secondi Consignment Store. And when | went
back, I spoke with Molly, an employee there, who helped me understand exactly how
a consignment store operates.
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Molly: A consignment store is a store where people own the items that the store sells for
them on their behalf. The original owner of the items is only paid once the items are
sold on the store.
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JODY: Let's listen to Molly again as she talks more about how a consignment store
operates.

Molly: The consigner comes in. One of the managers goes through the items and tells the
consigner "Yes, we can sell it" or "No, we can't." "Here's what we think we can sell it
for" pricewise. And then the consigner gets 50 percent of that price.
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JODY: Consigner. Correct.
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JODY: Wow, Yang Chen, you summed that up really well. A consigner is the person
who brings the clothes in that they want the store, the consignment store, to sell for
them. So a consignment is just like being a distributor. You know, a slang word for
distributor is "middle man." And you say "middle man" even if it's a woman.
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JODY: Oh, hey, Yang Chen, also at Secondi they have a great system that keeps the
inventory fresh.
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Molly: After the first month the clothing goes down 20 %, and after the second month it
goes down 40%, and after the third month if it's still here, the contract that we have

with the consigner is just that we can donate it automatically for them.
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JODY: Oh, they have some really great items there. Some were way out of my price

range. Too expensive!
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JODY: But look at my new jeans! $28 and they still had the tag on them!
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JODY:: Thanks for tuning to American Cafe. Come on, Yang Chen, lets go!
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